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Pre-Reading Activities

A: Short Discussion
Answer these questions with another student:

1. In many countries when people get married they make some promises or vows to their partner. What kinds of
things do they normally promise?

2. Does this happen in your country?

3. People used to say (and some still do) that ‘marriage was for life’. Do you think that young people believe that
now? Are they less serious about marriage than their parents?

Reading Activities

A: Test Your Memory Part 1
Read through today’s article and try to remember as much information as possible. Your teacher will give you a time limit.
Do not write anything down and do not use your dictionary while you are reading. After you have finished reading you
will answer some questions about the article.

LOS ANGELES Wednesday February 7 (Reuters) - Actor Tom Cruise
filed for divorce from his wife Nicole Kidman on Wednesday, less
than two months after they renewed their vows in a romantic 10th
wedding anniversary, setting off a Hollywood mystery story —
what went wrong with the town’s golden couple?

The news that the celluloid dream team were suddenly no
more has stunned celebrity watchers who are scrambling to
understand how an ostensibly happy marriage turned into yet
another marital “Mission Impossible.”

Cruise, 38, cited irreconcilable differences in divorce pa-
pers which gave the date of separation as December, 2000. In a
statement earlier this week the couple cited the strains of their
divergent careers.

But the media was not buying that story and more “inside”
tales were crowding the pages of US Weekly, its rival People
Magazine and the usual clutch of British and American tab-
loids. Most relied heavily on what is referred to in the journal-
ism trade as “a group of unidentified friends.”

Was it a dispute over Cruise’s adherence to the Church of
Scientology or her background as a Roman Catholic, as People
magazine speculated.

Or did they fall out over whether to spend their lives in
Australia, where she was raised, or the United States, where he
was brought up, as both People and US Weekly suggested in
advance copies of articles dominating their latest issues.

Or was there a third party, as US Weekly coyly hinted at
along with printing a denial from the so-called third party.

Rumors of trouble in the marriage have dogged the couple

Tom Cruise Files for Divorce As Split Stuns Hollywood
BY JILL SERJEANT

for years but Cruise and Kidman had always strenuously denied
them as they juggled two adopted children, top movie roles and
stage plays around the world.

US Weekly reported that on Christmas Eve, 2000, the pair
celebrated their 10 year marriage — a lifetime by Hollywood
standards — by renewing their vows in a ceremony at their Los
Angeles home before a small gathering of close friends.

They played each other’s favorite songs on the stereo, said
US Weekly

 It was very romantic, very intimate,” the magazine quoted
one insider as saying.

Four days later, Cruise and Kidman were having a blast rid-
ing the roller coaster at midnight on the top of the Stratosphere
Tower in Las Vegas. “They rode it about three times,” ride su-
pervisor Brad Sakoff told People magazine. “They kept scream-
ing ‘one more time!’ They had a blast.”

“One of the problems was that Nicole wants to spend more
time in Australia and Tom wants to spend more time in the U.S.,”
an unidentified friend of Kidman’s told People.

But US Weekly cited gossip that the couple were broken up
by Australian actor Marcus Graham, with whom Kidman was
living when she met Cruise on the set of the 1990 racing car
drama “Days of Thunder”.

“Marcus is shocked and saddened by the news,” Graham’s
representative told US Weekly denying the claim. “Marcus and
Nicole are just friends and he hopes that she and Tom get back
together again.”
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A: Test Your Memory Part 2
Now answer these questions about the article. Do not look back at the article while you are doing this!

1. What did Cruise do on Wednesday February 7?

2. How many years have Cruise and Kidman been married?

3. How old is Cruise?

4. Where did Kidman grow up?

5. How many children do they have?

6. What did they do on Christmas Eve 2000?

7. Where did they do this?

8. Who was with them for this occasion?

9. What did they do 4 days later?

10. Where does Kidman want to spend time?

11. Who is Brad Sakoff?

B: Check Your Understanding
Read the article again carefully. Then check your understanding by completing these sentences with information from the
article. Do not copy parts of the article exactly but try to use your own words.

1. The media can’t agree...(you continue)...

2. Kidman and Cruise always said that their marriage...

3. One friend believes that geographical distance could be a problem for the marriage because...

4. According to Us Weekly, Marcus Graham feels...

5. Most information that newspapers and magazines are reporting about the divorce is coming from...

6. News of the divorce has stunned...

C: Vocabulary Hunt
Find these words from today’s article. Read the meanings and then find the words in the article.

1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - struggling or competing with others to do something

2 _ _ _ _ _ _ - have been with somebody all the time; followed by something unpleasant

3 _ _ _ _ - promises made when getting married

4 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - disagreement

5 _ _ _ _ _ _ - a group of people, animals or things

6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - to continually change the arrangement of something

7 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - a date that is a certain number of years after a special event

8 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - cannot be brought into harmony with each other

9 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - formed opinions without having complete evidence

10_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - made somebody feel sad
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LOS ANGELES Monday February 5 (Reuters) - Actor Tom Cruise
(1)________ his actress wife Nicole Kidman, one (2)________
Hollywood’s best-known star couples, say they have separated
after more than (3)________ decade of marriage, citing the
strains of their movie careers.

Cruise, 38, (4)________ Kidman, 33, were a show busi-
ness dream team — each able to command top projects and top
dollars for  (5)________ work.

The couple met on the set (6)________ the 1990 racing car
drama, “Days of Thunder.” Following (7)________ whirlwind
courtship, they were (8)________ in a “top-secret” Christmas
Eve ceremony in Telluride, Colo., in 1990.

Both Kidman and Cruise have spoken of their pleasure in
making “Eyes Wide Shut,” about a couple whose marriage is
tested by (9)________ possibilities of infidelity, and working

with Kubrick, one of the masters of American cinema who died
shortly after completing (10)________.

The red-haired Kidman was born (11)________ Hawaii and raised
in Australia, (12)________ she became a television star and made
her U. S. film debut in (13)________ 1989 thriller “Dead Calm.”The
New York-born Cruise had planned to become a priest but developed
a passion for acting instead. His breakout performance was
(14)________ the 1983 film “Risky Business,” in which he plays a
teenager (15)________ runs wild when his parents leave town.

From there his career escalated with a series (16)________
starring roles in big-grossing films (17)________ the 1980s in-
cluding “Top Gun,” “Rain Man” and “Born (18)________ the
Fourth of July,” for (19)________ he earned his first
(20)________ three Oscars nominations.
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Tom Cruise And Nicole Kidman Announce Separation
BY ARTHUR SPIEGELMAN

D: Thinking Carefully
Use the article to answer these questions:

1. Where did the writer get most of the information for this story from?

2. What words or phrases in the article show that Kidman and Cruise were thought to be exactly right for each other?
3. What words or phrases suggest that they were thought to be very happy together?
4. What words or phrases show that a marriage lasting 10 years is considered to be a long time in Hollywood?

5. What words or phrases show that newspapers and magazines are paying a lot of attention to this story?

6. What does Serjeant (the writer of this article) think may have caused the marriage breakup?

7. Why were Kidman and Cruise called ‘the town’s golden couple?’ (You will have to use your own knowledge to answer this question.)

Post-Reading Activities
You may do one or more of these.

A: Write an Article
Today’s article asks this question: ‘what went wrong with the town’s golden couple?’
Write an article and use the question above as your opening sentence. (If you wish, do some research first: use the
Internet to find more information.) Think about what kind of newspaper or magazine you are writing the article for (i.e. a
serious daily newspaper, a gossip column in a magazine etc.).

B: Giving Advice
Work in pairs.
Part 1 Unfortunately, a lot of marriages between movie stars do not survive the stresses of the Hollywood lifestyle.
Imagine you and your partner are marriage guidance counselors. You work with the rich and famous in Hollywood. You
have been asked by some of your clients to write a list of advice for movie star couples who want their marriages to last.
Work together and finish writing this list: For example:

Do spend lots of time together.
Don’t stop talking to each other. Always talk about a little problem to prevent it from becoming a big problem.

Part 2 Now you have finished, show your list to another pair and read their list. Is there anything on their list that you
disagree with? What pieces of advice were the same on both lists?

C: Extra Reading
Use the word list below to fill the gaps in this article about Cruise and Kidman.

Word List: on, the, who, where, of, it, their, and, and, during, the, of, a, in, a, which in, of, of, married
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Pre-Reading Activities
A: Short Discussion
This discussion focusses on marriage vows and attitudes to marriage.

You may need to be a little sensitive to students with different cultural values or
backgrounds and also try to keep the discussion off the personal if anyone in your
class is involved or has been recently involved in some kind of marriage breakup.

Try to keep the discussion off Cruise and Kidman at this stage. Most students will
already know that the pair are splitting up so they don’t need any introduction to the
news of the breakup.

However, if you think your students do need some background information about
Cruise and Kidman you could initiate a short discussion on them or get students to
remember what films they have starred in.

Reading Activities
A: Test Your Memory - Part 1 - Notes
Set a time limit appropriate for the level of your students which gives them enough
time to scan the article and take in some pieces of information. Tell them what the
time restriction will be and get everyone to begin reading at the same time. Stop
them when the specified time is up. Do not let them look at the questions yet!

A: Test Your Memory - Part 2 - Notes
Now ask students to cover the article and look at the questions. They answer as
many as they can. (They could work individually, in pairs or you could have a class
quiz.) Students can then check their own work by looking at the article or you can
check answers as a class.

You may like to have a time limit for this part of the activity too and stop students
after the specified time is up whether they have finished or not. Ask students how
many they answered correctly.

Most students will be unable to answer the last question!

A: Test Your Memory - Part 2 - Answers
1. He filed for divorce from Kidman.
2. 10
3. 38
4. Australia
5. 2
6. They renewed their wedding vows as they celebrated their 10 year marriage.
7. At their home in Los Angeles.
8. Some close friends
9. They rode a roller coaster on the top of the Stratosphere Tower in Las Vegas.
10. Australia
11. He is the ride supervisor of the Stratosphere Tower roller coaster.

B: Check Your Understanding - Notes
Accept any sensible variations on the answers below.

B: Check Your Understanding - Suggested Answers
1. The media can’t agree on why Cruise is filing for divorce from Kidman.
2. Kidman and Cruise always said that their marriage was not in trouble

despite rumors that there were problems.
3. One friend believes that geographical distance could be a problem for the

marriage because Kidman wants to spend time in Australia while Cruise
wants to be in the U.S.

4. According to Us Weekly, Marcus Graham feels sad and shocked and hopes
that the couple will get back together.

5. Most information that newspapers and magazines are reporting about the
divorce is coming from a group of unidentified close friends.

6. News of the divorce has stunned the people who write about celebrities in
Hollywood.

C: Vocabulary Hunt - Notes
Students may find this quite difficult so they could work together in pairs if
necessary.

C: Vocabulary Hunt - Answers
1. Scrambling, 2. Dogged, 3. Vows, 4. Dispute, 5. Clutch, 6. Juggled,
7. Anniversary, 8. Irreconcilable, 9. Speculated, 10. Saddened

D: Thinking Carefully - Answers
1. From other newspapers or magazines. The story is mostly a report of what

other journalists have been saying about the marriage breakup.
2. Either of these answers: ‘the town’s golden couple’, ‘the celluloid dream team’.
3. Any of these answers: ‘a romantic 10th wedding anniversary’, ‘an

ostensibly happy marriage’, ‘Cruise and Kidman had always strenuously
denied’...[rumors of trouble in the marriage].

4. ‘The pair celebrated their 10 year marriage—a lifetime by Hollywood standards’.
5. Any of these answers: ‘celebrity watchers are scrambling to understand’,

‘more inside tales were crowding the pages...’, ‘the usual clutch of British
and American tabloids’.

6. The writer doesn’t say. The article gives the official version: ‘In a statement
earlier this week the couple cited the strains of their divergent careers.’ but
then relates the explanations given by other newspapers. The article
doesn’t favor one over the others.

7. They were both talented, successful, attractive and envied and admired by
people around the world. They seemed to have everything going for them.
A golden boy or girl is someone who is fortunate or successful.

Post-Reading Activities
B: Giving Advice - Notes
Your students may like to take this activity seriously and give constructive advice or
some may want to be humorous. Encourage them to read the lists written by other
students when they have finished. Students enjoy looking at the work of others.

C: Extra Reading - Answers
1. and, 2. of, 3. a, 4. and, 5. their, 6. of, 7. a, 8. married, 9. the, 10. it, 11. in,
12. where, 13. the, 14. in, 15. who, 16. of, 17. during, 18. on, 19. which, 20. of


